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First of all, happy Thanksgiving everyone!  I hope you spend the day happily with the people you care about, and remember to spend a moment or two reflecting on the things for which you're thankful this year.  Now on with the show:
Back when I first started writing this blog, I focused mostly on problem solving.  The goal was to bridge the gap between popularization and textbook.  I was always…



      Manufactured Landscapes: A haunting and beautiful look at the terrain we humans create.
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Science Scout twitter feed
Recently, I heard of a new documentary called "Act of God" by Jennifer Baichwal, that involved looking at individuals struck by lightning.
I haven't had a chance to check out this new film, but it did remind me of a previous movie that she had done called "Manufactured Landscapes," which highlighted the remarkable photography of Edward Burtynsky. 
And whilst thinking…



      Why observatories shoot lasers at the Universe

  [image: ]




"But certainly the laser proved to be what I realized it was going to be. At that moment in my life I was too ignorant in business law to be able to do it right, and if I did it over again probably the same damn thing would happen." -Gordon Gould, inventor of the laser
You're used to the iconic image of an observatory's dome surrounded by a dark sky. From within, a telescope peers up at the…
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