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      So, are we going to have an El Nino, or what?
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Officially, 2014 closed without an official El Nino. Probably. If you went back in a time machine to the spring, and told El Nino watchers that, they would be a little surprised, but they would also say something like, "Yeah, well, you know, we keep saying this is hard to predict."
Despite the fact that for the most part there was not an official El Nino declared, a subset of El Nino conditions…



      The Pleiades

  [image: ]




Before we figured out that the universe was a very large open space with lots of stuff scattered about, the ancients had some interesting ideas on how the sky worked.  Roughly speaking, celestial phenomena came in three kinds.  There are the stars, which remain a constant, fixed background.  There are the planets, which move about the sky in complicated but predictable patterns.  And finally…



      The Invisible Mountains of Earth (Synopsis)
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“Journalists often ask me when I go to the field, ‘What do you expect to find?’ And my answer always is, ‘The unexpected,’ because we’re just looking at the tip of the iceberg; we’ve just scratched the surface.” -Donald Johanson
Imagine you wanted to know what your acceleration was anywhere on Earth; imagine that simply saying "9.81 m/s^2" wasn't good enough. What would you need to account for?…
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