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M. Jeanne Harris

Kentucky Academy of Science
101 UKMC, Annex 5
Lexington, KY 40536

Dear Ms. Harrs:

Thank you for contacting me regarding the teaching of “intelligent design.” My
educational background provided me with thorough understanding of science and the theory of
evolution. Our nation, however, was founded on self-evident truths. Among these truths are
inalienable rights “endowed by their Creator.” From my perspective, it is not a matter of faith,
or religion, or theory. It is similar to basic self-evident objective truths that are the basis of
knowledge. For example, 2 +2=4. It disappoints and astounds me that the so-called
intellectual elite are so concerned about accepting self-evident truths that nearly 90% of the
population understands. In fact, this acknowledgement led to the intellectual curiosity Einstein
spoke of that, in turn, led to the exploration of new knowledge.

To deny this understanding of our nation’s beginning, and prevent it from being taught
to American students, is to undermine the foundation of our nation. Schools should be able to
approach this subject from a historical prospective, not a religious one, without offending
anybody. I have not suggested any new legislation, and none is needed. Since 1970, state law
specifically allows public schools to teach “creationism” in conjunction with the theory of
evolution. In 1990, under the landmark Kentucky Education Reform Act, control of curniculum
now rests with local districts. I urged school districts to utilize this freedom and empower
students with all possible considerations regarding the origin of matter and species. It will be up
to the teachers and local school officials, however, to make this decision.

Our nation’s founders gave credit for our inalienable rights to a Creator. Among our
rights are your liberty to disagree with government officials and my liberty of free speech.
Those who laid the foundation for our country knew this would be the greatness of America.
Although you may question the intelligence of raising this issue, the computer, which is state-of-
the-art, and less sophisticated in function than this writer, was built by an intelligent designer.

Sincerely,
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