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      Putting the 'perimyotines' well away from pips proper (vesper bats part XII)

  





Once upon a time, a huge variety of small to very small vesper bats - basically all of those that possess a simple tragus, a shortish face, two pairs of upper incisors and two upper and two lower premolars - were lumped together as the pipistrelles. You don't have to have a detailed or expert knowledge of vesper bat diversity or morphology to realise that at least some of these characters are…



      Sunday Function

  




The quadratic formula.  With the exception of the Pythagorean Theorem, it's probably the single most common mathematical formula people carry from high school.  It's not a function as such, it's something that solves a function.  Let me give an example:

Pick a number x, square it, add twice x to that, subtract 3 from that.  You might want to figure out what x makes the answer equal to zero.  It'…



      What I saw at the zoo yesterday...

  




Yesterday I did a day of work in London. Because everything finished far earlier than I was anticipating, I had time to kill so, accompanied by trusty sidekick John Conway, what else could I do but spend a few hours at ZSL's London Zoo (ZSL = Zoological Society of London)? We had a great time and saw some neat creatures: here are a few of the highlights. We start with one of the most awesome…
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