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      Universe's largest structure caught in the act of forming (Synopsis)
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"On a cosmic scale, our life is insignificant, yet this brief period when we appear in the world is the time in which all meaningful questions arise." -Paul Ricoeur
When it comes to the largest bound cosmic structures, it doesn’t get any bigger than galaxy clusters. Unless, that it, you consider when multiple galaxy clusters merge together. Located at the intersections of cosmic dark matter…



      Communicating climate change uncertainty
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The U.S. Climate Change Science Program finally managed to release its  Final Report of Synthesis and Assessment a couple of weeks back. There's not a lot of new material in the first four of five volumes which deal with the state of the science, mostly because the report was supposed to be released a while back. Must have been some delay at the top of the food change. But the fifth volume came…



      Ask Ethan #28: Feeding the Monster (Synopsis)
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“What makes us love… is when we learn all these fantastic stories. Feeding the imagination is what makes a subject come alive.” -Daniel Tammet
Is the largest object in our galaxy — our central black hole — poised to devour a massive gas cloud?
 Image credit: ESO/MPE/M. Schartmann/L. Calçada.


As far as supermassive black holes go, the one at the center of our galaxy is definitely on the boring…
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