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      Reverse Terraforming (for Supervillains only)
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"The Earth destroys its fools, but the intelligent destroy the Earth."
-Khalid ibn al-Walid
Usually, when we talk about terraforming, we think about taking a presently uninhabitable planet and making it suitable for terrestrial life. This means taking a world without an oxygen-rich atmosphere, with watery oceans, and without the means to sustain them, and to transform it into an Earth-like world…



      4/17/09 at the Morris Arboretum:  Magnolias and Patrick Dougherty's Fantastic Sculpture
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A week ago Friday I spent the morning traipsing about the Morris Arboretum.  The magnolias were in full bloom and Patrick Dougherty had just finished his newest sculputure, The Summer Palace.  The twig and sapling sculpture will remain in place until it decays away.  I can't describe to you the feeling one has walking around inside it.  If you have the chance to be in Philadelphia over this…



      Say Goodbye to Virgo…
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Aaah, the Virgo cluster. A huge cluster of hundreds of galaxies, and our closest large neighbor in the Universe. People have known for a long time that although Virgo is still redshifting away from us, it isn't quite as fast as we would expect from the Hubble expansion rate of the Universe. Does this mean that we're gravitationally bound to it, and some day, we'll move into this dee-luxe…
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