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      And now, some small carpenter ants...
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I haven't posted any ants for awhile. So here is a pair of little carpenter ants from the back yard:
Camponotus nearcticus
Camponotus caryae
Most people in North America think of carpenter ants as the big hairy black things that damage houses by chewing through older and dry-rotted wood. That's certainly true of Camponotus pennsylvanicus, the eastern black carpenter ant. 
But the genus contains…



      A Pale Red Dot:  The Closest Exoplanet
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The Pale Red Dot project has found a planet.

It is a terrestrial planet, orbiting in the formal habitable zone of Proxima Centauri, the nearest star to the Solar System.
 This wide-field image shows the Milky Way stretching across the southern sky. The beautiful Carina Nebula (NGC 3372) is seen at the right of the image glowing in red. It is within this spiral arm of our Milky Way that the…



      How stable is the stuff we're made out of?
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"I trust in nature for the stable laws of beauty and utility. Spring shall plant and autumn garner to the end of time." -Robert Browning
Like everything else that we know of in the Universe -- galaxies, stars, and planets -- human beings are made out of atoms.

Image credit: J. Roche at Ohio University.

And just like galaxies, stars and planets, over 99.9% of the mass of your body isn't just…
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