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      The 'Birds Come First' hypothesis of dinosaur evolution
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A substantial amount of evidence demonstrates that birds are theropod dinosaurs, and that birds evolved during the Jurassic from small, feathered maniraptoran theropods closely related to dromaeosaurids and troodontids (known collectively as deinonychosaurs) [the small dromaeosaurid Microraptor shown in adjacent image]. The precise details of avian origins remain the subject of debate, and…



      I'm ready for my close-up
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I'm getting a bit peeved at all this new technology. Why, back in the day when I was doing electron microscopy work, I'd spend days slicing up tiny fragments of zebrafish embedded in epon-araldite with an ultramicrotome, and I'd end up with hundreds of itty-bitty copper grids that I'd put in the EM one by one, pumping the chamber down to a good vacuum and scanning and focusing and taking pictures…



      Comments of the Week #120: from the Great Attractor to the highest-energy particles
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“Even though the future seems far away, it is actually beginning right now.” -Mattie Stepanek
It's been a fantastic week here at Starts With A Bang, where we've covered even more ground than normal! First off, for those of you not following me on SoundCloud, we've got a new science podcast out, on the last star in the Universe.

Have a listen and enjoy; that's all possible thanks to the generous…
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